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illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . . . tetanic spasms were produced by none of the numerous substances with
which we experimented, except veratrine and theine. It is of course well known that other agents, and notably
some of the constituents of opium, produce tetanus in frogs; but on the whole our experiments lead us to hope
that this test will hereafter be found of more value than is now generally supposed to be the case. We have
devoted a considerable number of experiments to the solution of the practical question, whether it be possible
to obtain the characteristic effects of digitaline, not only from the extracts of liquids to which it had been
artificially added, but also from extracts of the stomach-contents and vomited matters of dogs poisoned by
that substance. The results of these experiments were perfectly satisfactory; and we think that our observations
show conclusively that there is no difficulty in obtaining from these complex mixtures physiological effects
identical with those of a pure solution of digitaline. Far more difficult to decide than the question of practical
applicability, is the question as to the theoretical accuracy and conclusiveness of the physiological test for
digitaline and the allied poisons. To this question we do not venture to give a positive answer. Our experiments
justify, as we think, the hope that this test will be hereafter found of very considerable value in aiding in the
detection of these substances; but it can be poly by the combined labours of many observers,...
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