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Christ began that decay of the Roman Empire which had been the pride of the then civilized world. Warriors of
Teutonic race invaded its splendid cities, destroyed without remorse the costliest and most beautiful of its
antique treasures. Temples and images of the gods fell before barbarians whose only fear was lest they should
die upon the straw, while marble fountains and luxurious bath-houses were despoiled as signs of a most
inglorious state of civilization. Theatres perished and, with them, the plays of Greek dramatists, who have found
no true successors. Pictures and statues and buildings were defaced where they were not utterly destroyed. The
Latin race survived, forlornly conscious of its vanished culture. The Teutons had hardly begun to impose upon
the Empire the rude customs of their own race when Saracens, bent upon spreading the religion of Mahomet,
bore down upon Italy, where resistance from watchtowers and castles was powerless to check their cruel
depredations. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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