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Hogrefe Publishing. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Testing Children: A Practitioner's Guide to the
Assessment of Mental Development in Infants and Young Children, Phyllis Preston, This book is written by an
experienced psychologist specialising in the development of infants and young adults and aims to help
practitioners to achieve accurate results and reach conclusions best suited to the particular needs of the child
under assessment.The book is divided into 3 sections, with the first being an exploration of the nature of mental
development. It discusses diDerent theoretical perspectives of mental measurement, including the history of
mental measurement, concept of the mind and psychology of communication. Key theoretical issues that are
prerequisites for an eDective assessment are highlighted. Useful examples based on day-to-day practice are
quoted, e.g. reasons that should be considered when a child is uncooperative during tests.The second section is
a guide to psychometrics. It includes the explanation of the essential statistics required to interpret test scores,
specific information regarding the nature and function of measurements, the normal distribution curve and its
relation to IQ values. There is also a chapter specifically introducing and comparing diDerent tests of mental
development. The last section focuses on the skills needed by practitioners for eDective assessment of young
children. The author explains how the very presence of the assessor has an impact on the assessment process
both in terms of perceptual idiosyncrasies and in terms of the eDectiveness with which the interpersonal
dynamics between child, carer and assessor are managed.'I found the last section of the book the most relevant
and useful for professionals working with children. During assessment, all measurements are liable to errors
and when these involve infants and children, errors are almost unavoidable. This is because their skills are not
established and their attempts to display them are...
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