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illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . this is compared with the preceding table, the colon bacillus apparently survives
for a longer period of time than the typhoid bacillus, when the two organisms are placed upon books under
apparently identical conditions. This may be explained by the relative resistance of B. coli to greater degrees of
dryness and moisture than is exhibited by the typhoid bacillus. Apparently also the typhoid bacillus is more
rapidly destroyed by diffuse daylight than the colon bacillus, while both organisms are destroyed in a
comparatively short time by exposure to direct sunlight. Finally, it is quite evident that both B. coli and B.
typhosus are able to survive for so long a time upon books kept under certain conditions, as to suggest the
possibility that books may serve as vehicles of infection in typhoid fever. In a disease so important as diphtheria
it is natural to expect that the resistance of the infective organism to various conditions should have been tested
with great care. Thus, we find that Hill has estimated the resistance of the diphtheria bacillus to diffuse daylight
and has found that the organisms survived at times for as long a period as 20 days, whereas at other times they
were not alive after seven days at room temperature. Abel found that the diphtheria bacilli could be recovered
alive from silk threads kept at room temperature and low temperature (in the dark) for as long a period as 86
days and, what is still more important,...
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