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illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: . . . be, and he enlarges his vocabulary for himself by the use of the context, just as he
did earlier in learning spoken language. None of us need hear or see more than half or two-thirds of what is
spoken or printed in order to get the general meaning of nearly all. Just so the acquisition of power over new
reading-matter comes naturally, by this method, provided the new matter be well within the childs natural
comprehension and interest; and he should not be encouraged or expected to read matter that is not. Of
course there comes a time when phonics should be taught, and carefully taught, but that task may well be left
to the school. Besides, the child should long continue to hear far more reading than he does for himself. The
ear and not the eye is the nearest gateway to the child-soul, if not indeed to the man-soul. Oral work is certain
to displace much of the present written work in the school of the future, at least in the earlier years; and at
home there is scarcely a more commendable and useful practice than that of reading much of good things
aloud to the children. Scudder, in his Childhood in Literature and Art, says there is no academy on earth that
can compare with this practice. Thinking the same subject together gives a bond of union which binds the
family together; and the most blessed memories of many of us cluster about...
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